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close their pilgrimage with a valedictory circuiting of the
Caaba,- and the walk between Saffa and Mervaa. Pitt,
who unwillingly accompanied his Moslem master, and, after
his escape to Christendom, described the pilgrimage, was
deeply impressed with the appearance of devotion. " It was/9
he says, a a sight to behold at Arafat so many thousands in
their garment of humility and mortification, with naked heads,
and cheeks watered with tears, and to hear their grievous
sighs and sobs, begging earnestly for the remission of their
sins, promising newness of life, and using a form of penitential
expressions for four or five hours."

It is the popular notion that, if all the pilgrims were at the
same moment to visit the Caaba, the enclosure would contain
them all. Burckhardt calculates that 35,000 might attend,
but he never could count above 10,000. By day it is the
place of traffic as well as of devotion, and schools are taught
and lectures are given under the arcades. By night a pious
few remain to pray and meditate without interruption. The
simultaneous prostration of this prodigious multitude, height-
ened by the reflection that they come from the extremities of
the east and the west, to unite in prayer, in obedience to the
command of their prophet, was felt to be impressive, even by
Burckhardt, who viewed the scene as a philosopher. How
overpowering, then, it must be to an enthusiastic Moslem!
but to the Christian, who, happily, has learnt to worship the
one God, in his personal distinctions of Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit, and comes boldly, with filial confidence, to his throne,,
through a sufficient, because a divine as well as human Me-
diator, it would be a melancholy spectacle. He cannot but
grieve at the misdirected piety, which, for so many centuries,
has yearly brought thousands, in the hope of pleasing God Tby
such absurd and inefficacious ceremonies, to commence a pil-
grimage which is laborious and painful, and not seldom termi-
nates in an untimely death; for many perish from disease,
brought on by fatigue, their scanty covering, unhealthy
lodgings, and, in some cases, by absolute starvation. For a
month after, Burckhardt saw, daily, corpses brought into the